
 
 



 
During the Sermon on the Mount found early in the 
Book of Mathew, Jesus emphasizes his moral 
teachings. Later in Mathew, Jesus also reveals four 
behaviours that should identify his followers to others. 
Each behaviour is His firm expectation. The last of 
these is to visit people who are sick or imprisoned.  In 
regards to how we are to minister to those who are ill, 
the Message Translation of the Bible makes it seem 
quite straightforward.  We are to ‘stop by and visit’ 
those who are sick.    
 



At Grace-Westminster, in addition to the visits made 
by individuals, we also ‘have a team for that’ – the 
Pastoral Visiting Team.    

(

  
 
 
On the screen you see members of the current 
Pastoral Care Team posed by the Sanctuary Prayer 
Center. 
 

In a moment I will share the things that Pastoral does 
for our church at present  – but let’s look back a bit - 
tracing the ways in how the church has carried out 
this ‘visiting’ expectation of Jesus over the years. 
 



 
 
Historically - in part - our Pastoral Visiting Team grew 
out of the Visitation Committee.  The exact nature of 
which is shrouded in mystery but we see a reference 
to it in the archived documents of the church. What is 
clear in historical documents is that the women’s 
organizations of the churches have always included 
an obligation to fulfill aspects of the Sermon on the 
Mount in what they do.  There is firm record of that as 
early as 1930.  Some of you in the church today 
remember the involvements of your mothers over the 
years.  
In 1961 the Women’s Association of Grace Church 
gave its last written report to the Congregation before 
they became United Church Women (UCW).  At that 
time the WA had 236 members organized into 13 
Circles. They took turns visiting the Sanatorium and 
various nursing homes for one week of each month. 



That year they made 2,664 visits to shut-ins and new 
members of the congregation.  
 

 
 
 
 
Prior to 1990, A Board of Elders was also responsible 
for aspects of Pastoral Care. Each Elder was 
assigned between eight and ten households. In four 
yearly visits if the Elder became aware of a situation 
of concern he or she, was to inform the ordained 
minister(s). About 1990, a Church Council replaced 
the former Governance structure.  Under the Council, 
a Pastoral Care Committee was established to 
distribute flowers and visit those who were ill.  At that 
time Pastoral Care was also a significant part of the 
Minister’s responsibilities.  When in 1995 Rev. Barss 



went on the first sabbatical ever granted to a minister 
at Grace-Westminster, the Pastoral Care Committee 
was restructured and took over more responsibility 
for visiting those who were ill or shut-in.  This 
increased responsibility continues to this day. These 
visits express to people the Care and Concern of 
their church. 
  
In September of 2009, the name Pastoral Care 
Committee was changed to Pastoral Care Team 
sometimes referred to as the Pastoral Visiting Team 
or just Pastoral.   
 
 



 



 
Our present Pastoral Visiting Team of fifteen human 
members and one canine member keeps a Directory 
to list those who require ongoing visits. 
 

 

 
 
 
Last month there were 34 names on that list. In 
addition, those people who fall ill and are hospitalized 
are visited and often receive follow-up visits at home 
after discharge. As well as making face-to face visits, 
Team members will phone to check-in on someone 
for whom they have concern. The Team meets 
monthly with everyone reporting to the others on who 
they have contacted and share regarding the well-
being of those who have received visits. A note is 



made of anyone who might have been missed so that 
person will be visited in the following month.  Things 
shared at those meetings are confidential.  
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Each time a visit is made a card is left 
 
Several members of the Team are registered through 
the Saskatoon Health Region for hospital visiting. 

 
 
 



 
 
If you receive flowers or cards from the church it is 
likely they will be coming from the Pastoral Care 
Team.  Personalized cards signed by Rev. Daryl 
Woods are also sent out on Special Occasions 



several times a year to the folks on the shut-in list.  
Those cards are often made by artist Marilyn Lepp, 
who is a member of the Team. 
 
For a three-year period from 2002 to 2005, the 
Pastoral Care Committee organized a Telephone 
Contact Ministry through which volunteers phoned 
every family and individual in our church community. 
 
There is also an Education component to the Team. 
Workshops such as the one held yesterday on the 
topic of Medical Assistance In Dying are sponsored 
by Pastoral Care.  It is just one of the helpful 
presentations the Team has made available to us 
over the years. 
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Two of the founding members of the Pastoral Care 
Committee are still very active as President and 
Secretary of the Team. They are Elaine Panchuk, 



President who, with her mother, joined our church in 
1983.  

 
 

and Eva Ogilvie, Secretary, who has been involved in 
the church since 1985.  



 
 

Together they have arguably made many, many 
hundreds of visits such as the one you see on the 
screen with Effie Maclean before her passing. 
Members of the Team are making visits like this or in 
hospital on an ongoing basis. 
 

 
 
In 2009, the Pastoral Care Team became responsible 
for Welcoming New Comers and Visitors to our 
church.  Over the years, in addition to being 
welcomed at the services, folks have received follow-
up notes and phone calls. Judy Strauss carried out 
the responsibilities associated with this role for a 
great number of years with diligence and excellence. 
Through the Blue Ribbon program now in place 
people new to the church can request information 



from anyone wearing a Blue Ribbon.  Each year 
Pastoral Care also hosts the Visitor and Newcomers 
Lunch following a church service. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Pastoral Care Team oversees two locations in 
the church where people can go to pray.  The Chapel 
is open before and after each Sunday service and 
just developed this past Autumn, there is a beautiful 
Prayer Center in the North east corner of the 
sanctuary.  Folks from the Pastoral Care Team, 
Spiritual Nurture in Faith Formation Team, along with 
other ‘Prayers at Large’ make up an Online Prayer 



Group of just under 40 members who respond to the 
prayer needs of the Congregation. 
 

 
 
We are so grateful to members of the Pastoral Care 
Team for all they do for our church. If you are a 
member of Pastoral and in the service this morning – 
would you please stand.   
 
Please join me in thanking the members of The 
Pastoral Care Team. 


