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 Chosen or Chased? 
 
 Acts 9:1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 
 

A pastor tells this story: AThis summer I met a young man who had recently been baptized in a 

Lutheran congregation. AIt was wonderful,@ he gushed as he enthusiastically spoke of his baptism.  

 AWhat was wonderful about it?@ I asked. 

AI had spent my whole life@ (he is only twenty-two) Atrying to figure out who I was and what I ought 

to do. Looking here, looking there. When I was baptized, the church just told me who I was and what I 

was supposed to be doing with my life.@ 

 He said, AIt was like a huge burden had been lifted off my shoulders.@ 

We live in a culture where who you are and what you ought to be doing is mostly a matter of what 

you construct. You are who you choose to be. The significance of your life is what you manage to make 

of it. 

Christians answer to a very different story. That Christian difference is best illustrated by the 

story of what happened to Saul=s life when he was encountered by Christ on the Damascus road. 

Now, we first met Saul back in chapter 7 of Acts where Luke calls him Aa young man@ who watched over 

the coats of those who were stoning Stephen to death. Very quickly this Saul moves from being a willing 

bystander to an active persecutor of Christians. ASaul began to wreak havoc against the church. 

Entering one house after another, he would drag off both men and women and throw them into prison@ 

(8:3). Saul is a busy, resourceful, dangerous Enemy Number One for the church. A religious terrorist.  

By the time we meet him again here in chapter 9, Saul has gotten himself appointed head of the 

Stop-the-Church Movement. He has official letters from the authorities giving him power to direct this 

program of persecution. Saul is on his way to Damascus to stomp out this Christian thing once and for 
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all.  

Later Christian preachers have imagined Saul=s possible inner turmoil, his possible doubts about 

his mission. They have had him searching for something more fulfilling in his life, something that might 

better explain how this story ends. Forget it. There=s none of that in the story. Saul isn=t searching for 

anything except these Christians. He isn=t filled with inner doubts or uncertainty. He has no doubts at all 

about the will of God and what he ought to be doing with his life. He is a full-time theological authority, 

conducting investigations, holding court, helping to make Israel safe again for God. 

Then he hears his name called: ASaul, Saul.@ That Saul is addressed twice is a tip off that we are 

about to hear a call story. When God calls people in scripture, it=s often with a double addressCSamuel, 

Samuel, Moses, Moses. And why does God call? Not first of all to give people a more meaningful life, 

certainly not to give them a more peaceful existenceCPaul=s life after this event was anything but 

peaceful! Rather God calls in order to give them a job to do. 

One of Paul's central teachings, which some have rightly called his "sermon on wisdom" can be 

found in 1 Corinthians (1:17-3:3). Here, Paul recognizes that many of his new converts were doing 

spiritual things, but still in very immature and unspiritual ways (for example, to feel or look holy, to 

cultivate a positive self-image, to "get" God's love, or to "earn" entry into heaven). Paul calls them 

"infants in Christ" who are not yet ready for "solid food" (1 Corinthians 3:2). Many today have settled for 

religion as attendance or belonging, which would surely be baby food, instead of religion as inherently 

participating in Love.  

Consciously, trustfully, and lovingly remaining on "the Vine," which is to be connected to our 

source, is precisely our access point to deeper spiritual wisdom. We know by participation with and in 

God, which creates our very real co-identity with Christ: We are also both human and divine, as he 

came to reveal and model. The foundational meaning of transformation is to surrender to this new 
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identity and to consciously draw upon it. We are conditioned to think of religion as a set of words and 

acts that we use in order to get something out of God that we think we just must haveClike a sense of 

hope, a feeling of peace, an answer to our questions. But here, in the call of Saul, religion is presented 

as a way that God uses us to get something out of the world that God wants! 

And if God can choose to call and to work through a murderous religious terrorist like Saul, God 

can call and work with anybodyCeven you and me! The poet Rainer Maria Rilke was asked by an 

aspiring young poet for advice on success in the poetic arts. In his Letters to a Young Poet, Rilke 

advised, Aturn inward@Cdon=t listen to critics, introvert, develop your subjectivity, create yourself and 

your world from within. Look upon nature only after you have looked at yourself; study your perceptions 

of the world rather than the world. (The older poet seems unaware that his counsel to turn inward and 

listen to nothing external is advice arising from somewhere other than the young poet=s subjectivity.)  

The advice fits perfectly with the modern way of knowing: Attend to no voice other than your own. 

Feel no claim upon your life other than the claim that you personally devise. Self-construct your life to 

avoid being claimed by anyone other than yourself.  

Was there ever a time when young people needed counsel to be self-centred? 

Will Willimon says he discovered as a university chaplain that at any given moment, most 

students are consumed with the AWhat-should-I-do-with-my-life@ question. Our lives are ours to invest 

as we please. But what if our plans are not the only plans? What if God is busy commandeering, 

guiding, prodding, and drawing us into God=s plans? What if the life we=re leading is not our own? 

 To be drawn to Christ, converted into this faith, means to be enlisted to work with Christ. Just for 

today, just two points from this rich story: 

A Christian is someone to whom the risen Christ has appeared. Saul-become-Paul has no idea 

who Christ really is, no notion to whom the voice belongs. He doesn=t embrace a creed or a set of 
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beliefs. He is met. Christ comes to Saul rather than Saul coming to Christ.  

When Christ appears, intrudes into someone=s life journey, it's usually for the purpose of 

vocation, to assign a job to do. Christ=s call is not primarily to a new way of thinking or believing; it=s to a 

new way of living. Discipleship, following, having something more important to do with your life than 

your life. 

The appearance of the risen Christ to Saul on the Damascus road is a dramatic story, to be sure. 

But I bet there are people here this morning who could tell, had we the time, stories that are amazingly 

similar to Saul=s. In some way or another the risen Christ managed to (1) get through to you and 

address you and (2) enlist you in his service.  

Isn=t it great to know that the life you are living is not your own? Isn=t it a joy to be saved from all 

of your anxious self-serving and to be given good work to do for Christ? Isn=t it great to have a God who 

chases us down, blinds us, and calls us to a new way of being, a new way of living? 

That=s why Saul=s story is so loved in the church. In one way or another Paul=s story is our story, 

too. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 


