
Created in Love

Genesis 1:1–2:4a; Psalm 8; 1 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20

There is just something about the birth of a child that puts us in awe of creation. When you are

young and just starting out you never imagine that anything could ever go wrong but as you move

through life you soon discover that all kinds of things can happen that can make the experience

extremely difficult.  During those difficult times our reading from Genesis can speak to us:  “When God

began to create the heavens and the earth—the earth was without shape or form, it was dark over the

deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters—God said, ‘Let there be light.’”

That’s the first verse in the Bible. That’s the first thing we ought to remember when our world is

coming apart. God is the source of the light that shines in the darkness

“God is love,” says the First Epistle of John. God is favorably, generously, lovingly disposed

toward us. 

How do we know this? We know because we have met Jesus Christ, who is the full truth about

God. But even before we met Jesus, we experienced the love of God made manifest in this Sunday’s

first lesson, those beautiful cadences of Genesis 1. The Bible begins with the majestic announcement,

“In the beginning, God created. . . .”

God created something out of nothing. The beautiful poem by James Weldon Johnson on

“Creation” begins with God saying, “I’m lonely— I’ll make me a world.” But that’s not quite right, since

God, being God, has no need of anyone or anything. Still, even though God does not require creation,

God has exuberantly created. While it can’t be said that God is “lonely,” we do know, through creation,

that God’s nature is to be in relationship—even as the trinity of Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit are one in

relation. God has taken the risk of creating something that is not God, something beyond God’s self.

Sometimes we compare God to a parent. A good parent’s greatest act of love is not in simply
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providing for a child’s needs or protecting the child from evil. A parent’s greatest act of love is in taking

the risk of creating—or adopting—someone other than themselves; someone in whom they will invest

their resources and their dreams; someone who they know sooner or later is bound to disobey them or

perhaps even break their hearts.

In creating us, God has taken a risk on us: the risk of love. When we are in love, we love the

otherness of another. Sometimes we say of people in love, “They have so much in common.” But they

can only truly love each other if they are different, if there remains an unfailing otherness between

each of them. The otherness keeps a continuing newness in the relationship. 

A parent loves a child not because the child is an extension of the parent’s body but because

the child is another, a different, continually amazing human being. As a parent, one of my greatest

discoveries was that each of my children is distinctive, different, more than a mere extension of me or

my partner and our personalities.

Even when our children are disobedient, it’s a reminder that they are not robots under our

control, mere duplicates of us, but rather that they are different from us and are loved all the more

because of their difference.

Love that doesn’t risk allowing the beloved to be a different person who has different thoughts

and tastes is not true love. 

And what I’m saying is that’s what God did in God’s act of creation. God has given birth to another

reality that is not God. When a couple decides to have a child, that couple takes the risk of bringing

into the world someone who will be different from them, someone who may at some point rebel

against them. In a similar way God has decided to create an entire creation that both reflects God’s

nature and is free to rebel against God’s will. This is God’s first mysterious, wonderful act of love,
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described in Genesis 1.

So when we speak of the world as “creation,” we are first of all speaking about God, making a

statement about who God is based on what God does. We are saying that deep down, throughout the

universe, on the basis of the universe God has created, we know that God is love.

It’s rather sad that some Christians have gone head-to-head with scientific accounts of how the

world came to be. Science majors in explanations of how—the various chemical, biological processes

that are at work in the world. Genesis 1 is concerned not with how but with who.

Christians are interested in how the world as we know it developed. In fact, some of you know a

lot about such scientific matters. But for Christians, how the world came to be is not as important as

who created the world and why, for what purpose.

For Christians and Jews, the why of creation is above all about relationship, how God relates to

the world, and about how we are to relate to God and to the world. The world, we believe, is explained

by more than mere chemistry or geology or biology. The world came to be through love. Do you

remember the Broadway show in which a character sings, “What I did, I did for love?” Well, that’s sort

of what Genesis 1 says about God. God created the world, risked the creation of another, ventured

relationship, for the sheer love of it.

Justo González notes that Christians—as well as Jews—objected to the stories of creation that

circulated in the Roman and Mesopotamian worlds. “In the ancient Near East . . . there were stories of

the origins of things that were very similar to the stories in Genesis 1: First, there was a desolate and

disordered waste (Gn 1.2). Then came light (Gn 1.3). Then a dome appeared, providing the space

where the rest of creation would take place (Gn 1.6-7). Next the dry land was created (Gn 1.9-10),

followed by the sun, the moon, and the stars (Gn 1.14-15). Finally, humans come into the scene (Gn
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1.26-27), and the gods rested and celebrated their achievement (Gn 2.3-3).”

Yet González notes that in spite of these accounts’ obvious connection with the biblical stories,

what Christians and Jews found objectionable in them was that “they proposed a multiplicity of gods . .

. in constant struggle with each other. In brief, the main interest of both Jews and Christians was not

how the world was made, but who made it. . . . A world under the rule of many gods was one in which

order would be difficult to discern. If there is a god of rain and a god of sunshine, the weather simply

depends on which of these two gods happens to have the upper hand at a particular time. . . . There is

little point in trying to understand such a world, where everything depends on the whims, jealousies,

and struggles of the gods. But if there is a single God, creator of all that exists, there must be an order

in creation—an order that somehow makes sense.” Genesis 1 begins the whole Bible by saying that

we live in a dependable, ordered world because it was created by a loving God who pronounces the

creation “good.”

It’s sad that some parts of our faith tradition see a conflict between science and religion, or

evolution and creation, because much of modern science was brought about by the affirmation of

Genesis 1: we live in a world that makes sense.

Genesis 1 doesn’t tell us a great deal about how the world came to be but tells us everything we

need to know about the who and the for what. It’s about who stands behind creation and about the

purpose of it all.

Some of the ancient world’s creation stories depicted the world as the result of conflicts among

the gods. Jews and Christians insisted that the world doesn’t exist because some god beat down

another for rule of the earth. The earth is the result of loving creation.

González notes that this view of creation is found at the very beginning of the Apostles’ Creed:
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“I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” God is Ruler of heaven and

earth—that is, everything. That means there’s nowhere you can wander on earth where God is not.

There is no corner of creation that’s immune to the creative, resourceful love of God that brought

“heaven and earth” into being. All that exists, material and spiritual, heavenly and earthly, is the result

of God’s loving act of creation. The God who is love has made heaven and earth out of love. 

That’s why Christians have traditionally spoken of creation out of nothing—creatio ex nihilo. God

is the creator of everything.

1 John 4:8 says, “God is love.” In fact, it goes so far as to say, “The person who doesn’t love

does not know God, because God is love.” We can’t say that love is God, but we can say that God,

known by God’s good creation, is love. Love is the way that the world is put together, the truth about

the world all the way down.

In this Sunday’s epistle, Paul ministers to a congregation in conflict. In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul

tells First Church Corinth that the greatest gift God can give is the gift of love. How typical of a faith

that believes that the world rests not on power, brute force, or the cold tug and pull of nature, but

rather on love. We really believe that if you scratch below every conflict in the world (including the

conflicts that sometimes erupt among Christians!) you get down to the basis of everything, the

foundation of all that is—love. The world was created by a loving creator out of no greater motivation

than love.

In our times of conflict, when it’s as if our world is falling apart and we’re about to hit rock

bottom, it’s so important for us to remember Genesis 1. In the beginning God . . . and God is love.

Thanks be to God! Amen.
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