
The Source of Power

Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; *John 17:1-11

If you were with us 7 weeks ago you’ll know that Easter was wonderful here at our church—the

crowd, the music complete with trumpets, and of course the sermon! I hope that is you weren’t here

that you found a good place, just as we gathered here to celebrate the grand angelic announcement,

“Christ is risen!” followed by the great congregational acclamation, “He is risen indeed!”

Easter was grand, but then Easter Sunday was nearly two months ago. Here we are on the

seventh Sunday of Easter. Seven weeks is a long time. It’s only natural that some of the Easter joy

has faded. We’re here at the end of May. Spring is over. Summer’s beginning. The real Easter lilies

have wilted. Welcome to the post-Easter slump.

And to help us as we move into the dog days of summer, as we distance ourselves from the

glorious shout of Easter and move toward the Sunday-after-Sunday routine of life after resurrection,

John allows us to listen in on Jesus at prayer.

Jesus’s disciples are undoubtedly confused, forlorn, and fearful. This one, the one in whom

they had put all their hope is now moving toward his cross. It wasn’t what they expected out of a

Messiah. A crucified savior?

And what does Jesus do as he leaves on his way away from them? Jesus prays for them.

Last Sunday we spoke of the church in mission, including our responsibility to testify to the

world about our belief that Jesus is the whole truth about God. That testimony will not always be

favorably received by the world. As our epistle lesson for this Sunday reminds us, sometimes the

world is an apathetic or even a hostile place for Jesus’s people. Jesus prays for us.

Our first lesson from the Acts of the Apostles gives an account of the risen Christ’s ascension
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into heaven. The one who was crucified and then resurrected, the one who had been with his

apostles teaching them for the past fifty days, now leaves them. The angel promises that Jesus will

return, but Jesus is no longer present with them in the way he once was. The apostles’ questions are

like those of little children when mom and dad gather their coats and hats to go out for an evening:

Can we go with you? Who is going to look after us? Where are you going?

Oh, we have these great high moments of faith when the sun shines brightly and all is clear.

Our faith is firm and we believe. But then the brightness grows dim. We leave the joy and affirmation

of church and go back out into the world, and the glory that was Easter seems a long way away.

What then?

There are those special moments in life when Christ seems especially real and present to us.

Christ becomes for us more than an idea, a religious concept; he becomes an undeniably real

presence, a guiding force in our lives. But then the Christ who has come to us seems to depart from

us. What then?

Can we go with you? Who is going to look after us? Where are you going?

The American theologian Reinhold Niebuhr noted that it’s one thing to have had a dramatic

religious conversion experience; it’s another thing to keep that experience going. You know how we

are when it comes to experience, religious or otherwise. One moment we’re high, sailing along, full of

enthusiasm; the next moment we’re down in the dumps, feeling low. The fire that once burned so

brightly in us is extinguished. Our feelings are notoriously dependent upon external stimulations.

Persecution, opposition, injustice seen as an opportunity? How can this be? It can only be so for

those who are convinced that they live their lives not alone. When we are convinced that nothing

separates us from God (Rom 8:38), then even the worst things that happen to a Christian are seen

as opportunities to witness, golden opportunities to testify to the world about the reality of a presence
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that the world doesn’t yet know. 

No wonder many are unable to live up to their good intentions when it comes to Christian

discipleship. The bar that’s set for faithfulness sometimes seems too high, unapproachably high. We

mean to do better, to live up to our commitments and declarations of faith, but then . . .

If you’ve ever felt like that, if your journey with Jesus seems to have more valleys that

mountaintops, if in looking back on your record of discipleship you see more disappointments and

failures than victories—then do I have some good news for you. Jesus prays for us.

Jesus is preparing to leave his disciples, leaving to walk that narrow way toward the cross. On

his way to do something wonderful but also deeply sacrificial for them, Jesus prays for them. Listen: 

“I’m praying for them. I’m not praying for the world but for those you gave me, because they

are yours. Everything that is mine is yours and everything that is yours is mine; I have been glorified

in them. I’m no longer in the world, but they are in the world. . . . Watch over them in your name, the

name you gave me, that they will be one just as we are one” (John 17:9-11 CEB).

Jesus might have prayed for the world—the world that we were warned in the very first chapter

of John’s Gospel “knew him not” (1:10 KJV). Now the world is going to show just what sad shape it’s

in as the world responds to Jesus by nailing him on a cross. But Jesus doesn’t pray for the world.

Rather, Jesus prays to his God “for those you gave me.” Jesus prays for us. Jesus says that

we are gifts of God! Even more amazing, Jesus says to God that he has been “glorified” by us!

We have noted as we’ve walked through portions of John’s Gospel in past Sundays that

nobody seems to get the point in John’s Gospel. Jesus teaches, people listen, but just about nobody

understands. Jesus’s twelve closest friends, his disciples, are among the worst of students. Soon

they will all forsake him when the going gets tough.
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And yet Jesus speaks of these disciples as gifts from God! He knows everything about their

failures and misunderstandings and, even then, says that we have “glorified” him.

Folks, let’s be honest. Our church, this congregation, is not the greatest church one could

imagine. We do love each other and we try to serve Jesus with each other, but we’ve got our

problems. (I’m not going to go into all of our missteps, goof ups, shortcomings, and problems right

now, because we may have some first-time visitors here, but let’s just say we’ve got some issues.)

I confess that when I look at the church—this church or any other for that matter—I see lots of

unfinished business and much that needs to be done. And yet today’s Gospel shows Jesus, our Lord

and savior, calling us gifts of God! Glory!

Jesus wants us to succeed at discipleship. He didn’t call us to walk with him so he could stand

by and watch us fall flat on our faces. He prays for us. He encourages us, prods us, and wants us to

succeed. He is the source of the power that enables us to do God’s work in the world.

As you go through this coming week, you are bound to find that life beyond the confines of this

congregation is challenging. You will intend not to waver from the way of Christ, but sometimes,

before you know it, you will have wandered. You will want to be courageous and faithful and speak

up when it’s time to testify to your Christian commitments, but you will be timid and intimidated by the

disapproval of others. Don’t give up, the good news is; Christ prays for us.

And you will also likely surprise yourself. Someone will make a remark that you know to be

counter to the way of Christ, and you will find a way to speak up and say something that reveals your

true commitments. Another person will try to tempt you to deviate from the way you’re trying to walk

with Christ, and you will be surprised by your ability to say, “No thanks, that’s not for me.” When you

respond to the world in this way, you become living proof of the truth of this Sunday’s Gospel: Jesus
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prays for us. Thanks be to God. Amen! 
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