
Working for Jesus

2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 66:1-9; Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

It’s said that the test of a good leader is delegation. A good leader knows how to engage the

talents of others in appropriate ways. A poor leader is so insecure, or so arrogant, that the leader

tries to do all the work on her or his own, micro managing, attempting too much and accomplishing

too little, robbing others of the joy of using their talents in leadership. If those principles of leadership

are true, and I think they are (even though I have difficulty enacting them in my own attempts to

lead!), then today’s Gospel depicts Jesus as a great leader. Our story begins with Jesus in the act of

delegating. Having chosen twelve to be his disciples, whom he has sent out in the previous chapter

of Luke’s Gospel with much the same instructions, Jesus now expands his ministry by calling

“seventy-two others and [sending] them on ahead in pairs to every city and place he was about to go”

(Luke 10:1 CEB).

The one who has called people to himself and his teaching now sends people forth, thrusting

them out in mission. These travelling evangelists and missionaries will spread throughout the land,

two by two, speaking and healing in his name. He sends the seventy-two forth to do the same work

that he has done. Jesus is a great delegator.

Confession time: I confess that often we clergy can get into the bad habit of doing the work of

the church ourselves rather than asking for assistance from the laity simply because it’s easier to do

it ourselves or because we think the work ought to be done our way or not at all. If you’ve ever

wondered why the work of the church often falls upon the backs of the faithful few, the reason is

more often the failure of the clergy to be a good delegator and equipper than the laity’s laziness. 

But enough pastoral confession. Note that here in Luke’s Gospel Jesus spreads the work

around, shares the tasks. It’s as if Jesus says, “I’ve had so much fun healing the sick, giving hope to

1Working for Jesus.ser.wpd



the hopeless, raising the dead, and routing evil. Now you try it!”

And what fun it is. Luke says that the seventy-two “returned joyously.” “Lord, it works!” they

exclaim. They report to Jesus, not saying, “I followed the instructions, but nothing happened” or, “I’m

just a layperson without any formal theological training so I knew it wouldn’t work.” No. They return

joyously. Having been amazed by Jesus’ powerful work, they are now amazed at what wonderful

work Jesus does through them.

There’s a story about a person who became aware of a problem. People were developing

mobility problems and yet didn’t have a ramp to enter their homes. He organized a group of his

buddies at church, and they spent their evenings building wheelchair ramps for homes. Others in the

church made financial contributions that enabled them to pay for their materials. They have given

away nearly a hundred of these ramps to those who need them.

When he was praised him for his work by his minister, for his dedication and the way he has

put his carpentry talents to use for the good of those in need, he responded, “I’ve never had more fun

in my life. I’m one of those lucky guys who God gave a job to do that perfectly matched the talent

God had given me. I wouldn’t take anything for the look on someone’s face when we set up a

wheelchair ramp at their home. I’m a lucky guy.”

John Wesley’s prayer in his Covenant Service notes that sometimes God gives us tasks to do

that bring joy to Christ and sometimes Christ gives us work to do that bring joy to us. The seventy-two

returned with joy, joyfully amazed that the saviour of the word, the Messiah sent from God, had given

them the joy of doing some of the same work he was doing.

I wonder if this episode from Luke 10 is addressed especially to us for our encouragement as

individual Christians and as congregations. Here we are, deep into summer, the dog days of the

church. Attendance is low, particular on this Canada Day weekend. Luckily we have the opportunity
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to bring together two congregations today, but still there are not that many here, and maybe those of

you who are here are thinking you would rather be at the lake or on the golf course! 

Oh, it’s true that each we have our occasional successes and celebrations in our

congregation. We can get all worked up about some community need. Then we collect money, send

an offering to relieve hunger in the Sahara, build a house here in the city for the one’s who are less

fortunate, and have a moment of rejoicing. But we also have lots of failures. We are forced to admit

that at times even our most noble efforts are a drop in the bucket that is human need. The money is

never enough. Many of our best laid plans don’t work out as we had hoped.

We do our bit parts for the advancing of the kingdom, but what good does it do? Our little

congregations and our work just don’t seem adequate in the face of the world’s vast need.

That’s when, according to today’s Gospel, the sender of the seventy-two receives the seventy-

two on their return, ordering them not to “Go!” or “Get to work!” but rather calling upon them to,

“Rejoice!” 

And the seventy-two, given some daunting assignments, report their amazement that, despite

all of the obstacles to success in their mission, God actually worked through them. And that brings

joy.

The seventy-two returned at 7:30 on a Tuesday evening to make their reports to the board, to

hand in their accounting of what they had done. George Smith couldn’t come that night because he

had to work late. Sue Jones said she couldn’t make it to the meeting because she had something

else more important to do. 

So the seventy-two returned and handed in their tally sheets, and Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall

from heaven like lightning.”

What?
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The seventy-two were stunned by Jesus’ wild comment. “Er, uh, Lord, we just tried to do what

you told us,” said one. “We just did our bit parts to spread around a little good in the community, to

bandage up a few of the wounded. Nothing too much,” said another.

“I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning!”

And then we knew. Jesus saw something we couldn’t see: in our little ordinary, everyday lives,

Jesus is at work on some large cosmic matters. We look at our church, and if we’re not careful we

can see only the defeats and disappointments; we focus on all the ways we fall short in our

faithfulness. Sure, we have our periodic gains and small victories, but if we are honest much of our

lives in our congregations is rather unspectacular. 

Yet Jesus sees heaven and earth being transformed through us. Jesus commissions us to be

part of his revolutionary overthrow of the powers of death and evil, his grand retaking of the world.

We can’t always see it, human as we are, dulled by the routine and the ordinary. But he sees, and

what he sees causes him to rejoice in our meagre efforts, seeing in our work nothing less than the

advent of a new heaven and a new earth.

When we receive our offering each Sunday, one of you contributes more money than most,

even though you don’t have much money. Each week, one of you volunteers at the local school,

teaching kids to read whose parents, because they are working two jobs to make ends meet, don’t

have time to teach them. Another of you babysits someone else’s children until they can pick them up

in the afternoons because they don’t get off work until later. And then there’s the one of  you who

spends long hours on the board of a community organization that ministers to those who have

difficulty buying food. Some of you take your summer break to travel to be part of the Go Project to

work with people in the community that many people barely even see.

Why do you do these things? Because in some way or another, you think Jesus has
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commissioned you to do it. Rejoice! Jesus continues to send forth ordinary folk like us to be a sign, a

signal, a witness, an enactment of his coming kingdom. Satan is losing ground, and God’s kingdom is

breaking forth. In us.

We look at our congregation, and we see the church—the poor old ordinary church, full or

ordinary folk like you and me. But Jesus, Jesus looks at us and our witness and says to our joyful

delight and amazement, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning.”

Go back to the beginning of Luke’s Gospel. Jesus inaugurates his ministry, launches his

campaign. How? By calling a handful of ordinary, unskilled, woefully inept people like the fisherman

Simon (later called Peter), saying, “Don’t be afraid. From now on, you will be fishing for people” (Luke

5:10 CEB). In other words, Jesus says, “The revolution begins here. This is the beginning of God’s

great invasion when God takes back the world that belongs to God. I’m going to turn the world upside

down and put evil to rout. And guess who’s going to help me! You.” Thanks be to God. Amen.
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