
Hallelujah! Jesus Comes

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Luke 19:28-40

    Today is the day we have been waiting for they say, when Jesus at last is going up to, and then

into, Jerusalem. We wait differently. Some of his disciples have been looking forward to this day in a

joyous mood much like the Cotton Patch Gospel Song, “Goin’ to Atlanta for the Hoedown,” asking

Jesus “When are we at last going to go up to Jerusalem and seize power, run out the Romans, set

up a new King of David government, one where you will be enthroned with honour and glory? 

When are we going to Jerusalem? Can’t wait.”

Others of his disciples, maybe the most thoughtful and prudent among them, were filled with

fear and consternation at the inevitable approach of this day. “When will you at last go up to

Jerusalem, even though you know that’s dangerous and even deadly? The Romans and the temple

authorities have been allowing you to preach, teach, and heal out here in the hinterland. But in the

capital city, the center of the world, Jerusalem? No way. Even though you know it’s dangerous to go

to Jerusalem, we know you are determined to do so, no matter what.”

And when Jesus finally enters Jerusalem, he is met, not simply by children waving palm

branches but by a mixed bag of responses. Isn’t that always the way it has been with Jesus? People

react to him in very different ways. Many just don’t know what to make of Jesus. If Jesus is news

about who God is and what God is up to, is the news good or bad?

Nearing Jerusalem, Jesus tells a couple of his disciples to go secure him a colt to ride in on.

“Oh, we get it,” they must have said. “You are going to have a grand parade into the city. But a ‘colt’?

That’s no way for the mighty Messiah to enter.”

If questioned about the colt, the disciples are to respond, “The master needs it.” What? God’s

anointed one, the Messiah, King of Kings needs something? And he needs a couple of ordinary
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people to do it for him? What’s going on here?”

Though the disciples don’t understand, they do just what Jesus tells them. Surprise, they find

a colt tied and waiting for them, just as Jesus said. Jesus knows in advance what’s going to happen.

When the Budget rent-a-colt rental person says, “What are you doing?” the disciples respond,

telling the man just what Jesus told them to say, even if they don’t have the foggiest idea what Jesus

is up to much less who he actually is. 

As the procession into Jerusalem begins, Luke says, “They praised God with a loud voice

because of all the mighty things they had seen.” The disciples praised God using the same words

that once were intoned when Israel crowned a new king: “Blessings on the king who comes in the

name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens.”

They have seen some mighty works of Jesus along with miraculous signs and wonders. This

one on the back of the colt is the new king, coming in mighty triumph to inaugurate the new King of

David government! Hallelujah!

But in just a few days from now this one on the back of a colt that the disciples praise as a

new, powerful, mighty king will be hanging from a cross, wearing a crown of thorns, mocked as “King

of the Jews.” Who is this? What does this all mean?

Right then, “Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, scold your

disciples! Tell them to stop!’” Talk of Jesus being “king” and welcomed into town like a conquering

military hero is sure to bring down the wrath of Rome upon us. Quiet!

Jesus scornfully replies, “If I told them to be quiet, even the stones of Jerusalem would shout.” 

Ironic? Right? The stones know more about who Jesus really is and what he’s up to than the

Pharisees who study scripture and debate theology all day. 

Supposedly, when Pilate (lackey for the Roman occupation forces) entered Jerusalem, he did
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so with a show of force, as a means of signaling that he was in charge. He probably entered on a war

horse. Jesus’s entry is quite a contrast. Rather than stride in on a mighty war horse, Jesus asks a

couple of his disciples to go borrow a colt. 

But a lowly colt was no soldier’s steed. The colt was young and maybe still half wild and

unbroken. Perhaps it had never even been ridden before by anyone. Was it a donkey? Matthew says

it was a donkey. Luke doesn't specify in his account. If this “colt” was indeed a donkey, it would have

made even more ridiculous a comparison with Pilate’s grand entrance into the city. Jesus, rode into

the city on a half-wild donkey colt, surrounded by a gaggle of assorted peasants, fishermen,

prostitutes, and tax collectors. Unlike Pilate's backup soldiers, Jesus’s followers were unarmed and

had no trumpets to blow or waving banners. They took the coats off their backs and threw them down

before Jesus for his entrance. 

Everybody knew what Pontius Pilate’s entry into Jerusalem meant—Rome is in charge, and

you had better not mess with Roman power or there will be hell to pay.

But what does it mean for God’s anointed one, the Christ, the Messiah to bounce into town on

the back of a fuzzy donkey? That’s the question before the church this Palm Sunday.

The Pharisees got nervous about all this loud street celebration. They tell Jesus to tell his

disciples to quiet down. Perhaps they were jealous of Jesus’s popular appeal. Earlier, they had urged

Jesus to go easy in his criticism of the authorities, keep your head down, and stay safely under the

radar. Perhaps they are trying to protect him here in urging his followers to be silent? 

They knew that the Romans wouldn’t take kindly to rabble out in the streets proclaiming “king.” 

Jesus seems to have contempt for the Pharisees’ cautiousness, telling the Pharisees that if his

followers were silent, even the stones would shout to high heaven his praises. What Jesus is up to

(aka: the kingdom of heaven) is a larger matter than public opinion. It’s cosmic. He is Lord, not just of
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Galilee and even Jerusalem but also of the whole creation; sticks, stones, and all of it.

Although Luke doesn’t mention the reaction of the ordinary, proverbial “person in the street,” I

suspect that most citizens of Jerusalem, watching Jesus come into town on a colt didn’t know what to

think of him. By his manner of arrival, in his enigmatic words to them, in his surprising actions

probably most folks’ reaction was simply, “We didn’t know what to think of him.”

It is reminiscent  of a story that Luke tells in his second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, in

chapter 19. Paul preaches about Jesus in Ephesus. He claims that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son,

that all the idols we give our lives to are fake. This greatly disrupts the business life of Ephesus,

because much money was made selling representations of the gods. How dare Paul disrupt the local

economy! A riot breaks out “The assembly was in a state of confusion. Some shouted one thing,

others shouted something else, and most of the crowd didn’t know why they had gathered” (Acts

19:32).

I heard of a minister saying, when reporting on a contentious church meeting, “Those present

reminded me of Acts 19:32—some shouted one thing, others shouted another thing, and most didn’t

have the foggiest idea what they were doing there in the first place.”

Funny. Yet that’s not a bad description of the diverse reactions Jesus received when he came

into Jerusalem. His disciples praised him, but they would find out by the end of the week that their

praise of him as “king” needed to be greatly reconfigured. At their best, they try to obey Jesus and do

as he tells them, but they don’t really have a deep understanding of just what is happening with

Jesus, Jerusalem, the cross, and all the rest. By the end of the week, at least one of them who had

praised him on Sunday would betray him by Thursday night. The Pharisees who see Jesus only as a

disrupter of the public order don’t know just how great a disruption Jesus is working in the world, for

the salvation of the world. Even the stones know what the bible scholars don’t.

4Hallelujah Jesus Comes.ser.wpd



In short, in reacting to Jesus, in the confusion, “Some shouted one thing, others shouted

something else, and most of the crowd didn’t know why they had gathered” (Acts 19:32).

Welcome to Palm Sunday. I’m glad you’re here. You may know just about all you need to

know about Jesus. Your belief in him is firm and well-developed. 

Or you may be surprised to find your voice raised in the singing of the songs this morning,

singing boldly, even if you aren’t sure why. You might have difficulty defining just why you feel

committed to Christ, but you are sure that you are. 

Or you may be a bit embarrassed by all the commotion. You may be thinking, “Aren’t you guys

making a bit too much out of this traveling rabbi from Galilee? This is a sophisticated town full of

thoughtful people. You ought to scale back your claims if you want to be taken seriously.”

Or you may not be thinking much about Jesus at all. You just know that when you come here

to this church and take your place in this house of prayer, you feel more faithful. You know you are in

the right place. It’s almost like the stones in the walls of this church speak to you in a way that’s

deeper and more meaningful than mere words.

And yet, here’s the Palm Sunday sermon point. Here’s what I want you to notice in Luke’s

story of Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem. The wondrous thing about this story and indeed this Sunday is

not the reactions or lack of them among the disciples, the crowd, or the bible scholars. The main

thing is God’s reaction to them and to us in the arrival of Jesus.

In the story, nobody comes to Jesus; he comes to them. To the praising he comes, yes, and

even unto the scornful. To the understanding and the confused, the joyous and the mocking and to

those who don’t know just what to think, he comes. He parades into our world in unexpected ways.

Or he slips into town unheralded and unheeded. He doesn’t wait until you’ve settled your mind on

him, received answers to all your questions about him, or until you are absolutely certain what you
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believe about him. He comes to you before you come to him.

Here's the good news behind the story of Palm Sunday. God has turned toward us. God

makes the first move toward us before we move toward God. So even if you’re not sure why you are

here this morning, or joining in through the live stream, or even if you are uncertain about Jesus,

rejoice! Jesus has come, will come to us. Hallelujah! Thanks be to God. Amen.
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