
Rapture & the 2nd Coming

Matthew26:36-44

I chose the video clip (What is the Rapture?) because it espouses what has traditionally been

understood by those 2 terms. Despite the narrator’s assurance that it should make me comfortable, it

actually terrifies me to think that God is coming to suck up all the good people (first those who are

already dead) and then all the good “believers” while everyone else is condemned to burn for

eternity. Somehow that just doesn’t jive with the God of love that Jesus tells us about. Marcus Borg

takes it a step further and says: “This belief seriously distorts what Christianity and the Christian life

are about. When the rapture and imminent return of Jesus are emphasized:

“This world doesn’t matter very much—what matters is being ready for the rapture and the

judgement. If everything might end in the next fifty years, why work to improve political and economic

structures? They’re all going to end soon. Ow much does the environment matter? It doesn’t have to

last much longer. And peace? Rapture theology portrays the end times as marked by wars and

rumours of wars Working for peace might actually get in the way of the rapture and second coming.

At the very least it is an illusion to think there can be peace on earth. 

Rapture theology and [fictional novels written about it] are filled with violence—not just the

violence of the forces of the Antichrist, but divine violence. God and Jesus are violent, involved in the

destruction of the world and evildoers. Jesus followers are violent, they war against the Antichrist.

The climax of history is a great battle—Armageddon. What kind of theology are you liekly to have if

you think of God and Jesus as violent?

Rapture theolgy is also self-interested. It is all about being “right with God” when the rapture

occurs, so that you will be taken up to heaven to escape the suffering of the world. Is this what

Christianity is all about?
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Borg concludes: “There will be no rapture. Christianity’s goal is not escape from this world. It

loves this world and seeks to change it for the better.” (P. 192, 193)

Apart from rapture theology, will there be a second coming of Jesus? Will Jesus someday

come again on a date in calendrical time, whether that is soon or centuries, millennia, or millions of

years in the future?

Most of us as Christians believe (or think we are supposed to believe) that Jesus will come

again. Passages in the New Testament, as the video pointed out, refer to Jesus coming again. It is

affirmed in the creeds commonly recited in Christian worship. Jesus will come again “to judge the

living and the dead,” as the apostles Creed tells us.

So, will Jesus come again? It depends upon what we imagine that phrase to mean. One way

of imagining it is a future event that will be seen and experienced by everyone who is alive when it

happens. But is that what it is? 

The disciples who were left behind believed that Jesus was coming “soon.” My uncle who

worshipped in the Pentecostal church believed Jesus would come in his lifetime. But it didn’t happen

before he died. So what can it mean?

Borg believes, and so do I, that it was an expression of the disciple’s conviction that what had

begun in Jesus would be completed and come to fruition. Jesus was not just the past and the

present, but also the future, his passion was the coming of the kindom of God, the dream of God, for

the earth. To affirm that Jesus will come again to complete what he began is to make a commitment

to his vision of the future, the dream of God.

Thus the affirmation of the second coming means Jesus coming again in the rhythms of the

Christian liturgical year. Advent is preparing for the coming of Jesus—about the coming again of the

Christ who is already here. Jesus also comes again the Eucharist. In the bread and wine we
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experienced today, Christ becomes present to us. It is the ultimate Christian hope—for that time, to

use Paul’s language, when God [will] be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28) Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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