Reward of the Righteous
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
The story of Job has once again become our story as we continue to struggle through the
fourth wave of a pandemic that never seems to end. Where is the “happy ending” of this saga? Well,
the happy ending is a long time coming in the Book of Job too, but it finally comes. For forty chapters
Job complains about his plight. Life has dealt Job the worst of hands. He has lost everything that he
worked for, lost his whole family. Amid dust and ashes, covered with boils, Job lifts up his head and
howls, “Why?”
Job has played by the rules, been exemplary in his obedience to God, yet look what has
happened to Job. Job thus becomes the best example in scripture of when bad things happen to
good people.
Then, after many chapters of Job’s fully justified complaint and lament, God appears. God
speaks to Job without directly answering his fully justified questions, but the fact that God has spoken
to him seems to offer some consolation to Job.
And then (and here’s where we come in as this morning’s first lesson) God fully restores the
fortunes of Job. Job is given even greater blessings than what he has lost, though there is absolutely
nothing that can be done to restore the lives of the children that he lost. God recognizes then blesses
Job for his righteousness.
Sometimes, strange as it seems, good things are indeed given to good people.
Of course, there’s no one-to-one direct relationship between right living and blessings by God.
Without too much trouble you can easily think of exceptions to that rule. You have seen people lead
dissolute lives, break all the commandments, and they still seemed to lead charmed lives and be
blessed.
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And you have seen those dear saints whose Christian discipleship was undeniable, people
whose faithfulness and goodness seemed to know no limits and yet who nevertheless had to face
one sadness and misfortune after another.
The Prosperity Gospel preachers, who promise that if you believe, and if you work hard and
try, then God will automatically bless you for your trouble, are not preaching the gospel that was
presented by Jesus Christ. Jesus was quite up-front in promising us not blessings and gifts, but
rather a cross. You have heard that promise of cruciform life repeated numerous times by Jesus in
the last few Sundays.
Our love for God is well, love, it’s not some sort of business transaction where you give this in
order to get that.
Still, sometimes that which happened to Job happens to us. W e don’t get what we deserve;
we are more than blessed. Sometimes, though a faithful life can be difficult—when people ridicule us
for our faith, or demean our sacrifices, or try to tempt us to lead a different life than the one that
Jesus calls us to—we persist in our faithfulness. We do the right thing, though doing right costs us.
We stand up, speak out for the right and there is censure. We forgo some of the world’s rewards in
order to live as we believe that Jesus expects us to live, and there are sacrifices.
And sometimes (I’m not saying all the time, or in every case) our pain and difficulty, our
sacrifice and relinquishment are rewarded, maybe not to the same magnitude of Job’s ultimate
rewards, but still, we are blessed.
Will Willimon tells the story of standing before a modest house, as a real estate agent placed
a big For Sale sign in the front yard, he chatted with a member of his church:
Looking at the little house the member said, “Mom and dad bought that little house shortly
after they married. Would you believe they raised four of us children in that home? They were so
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proud that all of us grew up without any major detours, all of us went to college.
“I had a conversation with dad on his eightieth birthday when he said to me, ‘I’ve been one of
the luckiest guys ever to have lived. I just can’t believe all of the blessings the good Lord has given
me in this home, and you children.’
“Dad,” I told him, “I’m not sure that the good life you received was all a matter of luck. You
were given a wonderful capacity to enjoy the life that you were given. You were appropriately realistic
and modest in your expectations and grateful for what you had. You tried to teach us to be the same.
I’m sure you made lots of choices along the way not to go in the direction that lots of your friends
took. Give yourself some credit for the way your life has turned out. It wasn’t all luck.”
That’s sort of what I’m talking about. Sometimes righteous living does receive rewards. Just as
sometimes bad choices and wrong turns appear to be “punishment” by the way things turn out,
sometimes good choices and right turns are “rewarded.”
God is good. When bad things happened in Job’s life, Job doubted, even if briefly, God’s
goodness. But in the end, when all was said and done, God was revealed to be good. Job’s righteous
living was “rewarded” with God’s blessing.
Some of you listening today are living illustrations of the beneficence of God. You are also, by
the lives that you have led, illustrations of the real possibility of living a truly righteous life. You really
attempted to live a life that was pleasing to God. You tried to make decisions on the basis of God’s
word. Sure, there were doubts, they were times when you are unsure of which path to take, but most
of the paths that you have taken turned out to be for the good. You made sacrifices that not
everybody was willing to make. You were generous with what you had been given, even though there
were many who felt that the material gifts that they received were theirs to use as they selfishly
pleased. You didn’t. Even though you had your own cares and concerns, you still somehow found
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time to reach out and help others in need, to take responsibility for others in need, to pray for them,
even when they weren’t part of your immediate family.
And somehow, by the grace of God, all of that added up to the life worth living. Sure, you’ve
got regrets, things that you might have done differently, situations that you would like to go back and
do over again. But on the whole, you can say with conviction that you have been blessed.
I wonder if sometimes we stress, or maybe overstress, that bad things can happen to good
people, as a subtle way of reassuring ourselves that we ought not to try to be good people. I wonder
if, having noted that there is no one-to-one correlation between the good that we do in life and the
good that we receive in life, that we attempt to let ourselves “off the hook,” morally speaking. Why
attempt to be good, if there is no “payoff” for our goodness?
I don’t think the ending of the story of Job, in which Job’s fortunes are mostly restored by God,
necessarily allows me to argue for the assertion that good gifts, blessings and rewards, come to the
righteous. And yet, the ending of the story of Job is a reminder that sometimes gifts, blessings, and
rewards do come to the righteous. And there is a sense that the satisf action of having tried to do your
best, to live in the best way you can, as faithfully serving God as you’re able, is its own reward.
The word righteousness, applied to God, does not sim ply mean “holy, pure,” though it implies
that. Paul says frequently that Jesus Christ is “God’s righteousness.” That indicates that
righteousness means God being true to God’s self, God being loving, forgiving, and merciful is the
essence of God’s righteousness. God is being righteous when God is being most true to who God is.
This implies that our righteousness is when we are being most true to who God intended us to
be. Our righteousness is not so much in following rules and commandments, trying to be submissive
and obedient to the external demands of God, but rather our righteousness is in living the lives that
God has created us to live. So, when we are being righteous, we are attempting to be who we really
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are meant to be. And to be who you are truly meant to be is its own reward.
There was a man, Bill, who was deeply wronged by a business partner. His partner betrayed
his trust and defrauded him out of a great deal of money, eventually pushing him out of their
business partnership. The man who was the victim was devastated. His life was ruined. He had to
start over in business from nothing.
“I will never get over my hurt and my anger at what Tom did to me,” Bill said, “but I am going to
try to forgive him, and not get revenge, because I think that’s what God wants me to do.”
He truly worked hard to forgive Tom for the wrong that he had done to him. Some years later,
after Tom eventually had lost the business and all the money that he had accumulated because of
his bad business decisions and shady dealings. Tom was now destitute, living alone in a one-room
apartment. Bill heard that Tom was at the end of his rope. Bill swallowed his pride and went to visit
Tom. Tom cheerfully received him and said to him, “Bill, I am so ashamed of what I did to you. I know
I can’t make it right, but I hope you get some comfort in knowing that you chose the better way. You
have a happy marriage, grateful children, and your own self-respect. I’ve got nothing. Here at the
end, God has blessed you, whereas my own foolishness and folly have cursed me.”
Now I’m not saying that life always works like that but I am saying, that sometimes it does. By
the grace of God, sometimes the righteous are indeed blessed by God which is blessing indeed.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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