
The Spirit Blows the Roof Off

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23

Well here we are at Pentecost. The day that many people celebrate as the birth of the church.

It comes 50 days after Easter hence the name. Last week we celebrated Jesus’ ascension into the

heavens and pondered the wonder of his reign. This week we hear about the gift of the Holy Spirit

being poured out on the newly formed church.

I wanted you to hear two readings from the lectionary this morning because there is quite a

contrast between Acts and John’s account of the gifting of the spirit. Although John’s story has some

mystical elements to it (Jesus walking through locked doors and appearing miraculously in their

midst), the setting is much quieter as Jesus breathes on the disciples and says, “Receive the Holy

Spirit.” John’s Pentecost experience occurs on Easter evening. Earlier in the morning outside the

tomb in the garden, Jesus speaks only to Mary Magdalene. Now “when it is evening on that day, the

first day of the week,” he appears to all of his disciples and speaks to them. John’s gift of the Spirit,

typical of this gospel, is more in-house, given to the disciples in particular. It is a gentle gifting of Spirit

breath not like the account Luke gives to us in Acts.

In Acts the Spirit bursts into the room from the heavens “like the rush of a violent wind” not a

gentle breath of Spirit, but it is “violent” and “it filled the entire house where they were sitting.” But

that’s not all. Next - “divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them and a tongue rested on each

of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the

Spirit gave them ability.”

This isn’t some quiet, gentle breath of Spirit, this is wind and fire and noise that you can

imagine blowing the roof right off of the building!

It is no surprise that church as we have known it is in the midst of great upheaval. Even before
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the pandemic, Phyllis Tickle in her book The Great Emergence says that there is a cycle to faith life

that occurs regularly. She uses an analogy that the church holds a “church rummage sale” every five

hundred years. She attributes this image to an Anglican bishop: the Right Reverend Mark Dyer and

says that

“the only way to understand what is currently happening to us as twenty-first-century Christians in

North America is first to understand that about every five hundred years the Church feels compelled

to hold a giant rummage sale…. we are living in and through one of those five-hundred-year sales.”

(p. 16)

This phenomenon of “five-hundred-year rummage sale” is essentially an upheaval of church

life and Ms. Tickle, again, attributes Bishop Dyer with the three results of this upheaval:

- “a new, more vital form of Christianity emerges…”

- “the organized expression of Christianity, which up until then had been the dominant one is

reconstituted into a more pure and less ossified expression of its former self.” This creates two new

entities: “a brand new expression of its faith and praxis” and the older, more dominant, expression of

the Church is “refurbished” or revitalized.

- the faith spreads exponentially into new geographic and demographic areas resulting to a

wider and deeper reach of Christianity. (p. 17)”

She also refers to the current age of the church’s life as being “the age of the Spirit” which is a

definition Harvey Cox also describes in his book, The Future of Faith. 

I am thinking about all of this because the Saskatchewan Government just released guidelines

that places of worship have to follow to reopen to worship on June 8th. If anything has blown the roof

off of the church and caused a “great upheaval,” the current Covid-19 pandemic has certainly done

that. All the expressions of church that I have known in my lifetime are gone. Yes, after June 8 we
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could gather for worship, but only 30 of us. No singing, no talking to one another, unless it is 2 metres

apart. We can’t touch each other, can’t pass the peace, can’t pass the of fering plate, can’t receive

communion. We have to have clear pathways for people to move in and out of the building

maintaining social distancing. No greeting people at the door with a handshake, no gathering before

or after the service, no food, no drink. Our Regional Council is also advising those in the “high-risk”

category (those over the age of 65) should not attend worship at all even after June 8th. It makes you

wonder, who and what is left? What has been life-giving for you in being a part of a church

community? What do you look forward to most about being back in the building? This pandemic may

have booted the church a lot further down the road of transformation than we could ever have

imagined. Is the spirit blowing the roof off of the church as we have known it?

You may recall that John the Baptist introduced us to Jesus (John 1:33) as “the one who

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” Jesus had earlier promised to give the Holy Spirit “generously” as

validation that he actually came from God (3:34). Furthermore, Jesus has spoken of spiritual “rivers

of living water” that would flow from him (7:38-39). Jesus has repeatedly promised that, though he will

leave his disciples, he will send them an “Advocate,” the Paraclete, who is “the Spirit of truth,” but he

also warns his disciples that this Paraclete cannot be known or received by “the world” (14:16-17).

What will the Holy Spirit do? The Paraclete is a teacher who will remind Jesus’s followers of all

he told them (14:26; cf. 16:13) and will give them what they need in order to boldly testify to the truth

about Jesus (15:26-27). Surely there was building expectation among Jesus’s followers as to when

they would actually be given this teaching, empowering Holy Spirit.

Jesus does not simply breathe upon these disciples giving them his empowering, informing

Holy Spirit. Jesus has a mission that extends beyond the bounds of his inner circle of disciples. The

work that Jesus wants to do is not just among the inner circle of his followers. So Jesus gives them
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his Holy Spirit and commissions them to go out into all the world, to “any” outside the room and, in

the power of the Holy Spirit, to testify to them so that they too might know the truth about God and

thereby be let loose from any misunderstandings that they may have held about God.

This is the way the risen Christ does business. Whatever he wants done in the world, he

chooses to do it through delegation, by commissioning ordinary, Spirit-filled people (us!) to do it for

him. He gives us the work that previously only God could do, gives us the Holy Spirit so that we might

set people free just like he set us free.

Here we were 11 weeks ago, gathered behind closed doors in our beloved church. Some of

you perhaps had come fearfully, looking for a place of comfort. Maybe some of you had come here

hoping to be drawn closer to Jesus. In whatever way we came, it was good to be gathered here with

our close friends in Christ, assembled as his people.

During our worship he comes and stands among us. Through the words of scripture and the

music, we felt his Holy Spirit wafting over us. Our eyes were opened. We learned new things about

Jesus and his way. We came to believe. We were freed from the boundaries of what we think God

can do and what God is unable to do. Such is the work of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John and

also right here in this faith community.

But being able to gather in the building is not the end of our story. This age of the Spirit is

challenging us to not only live in the past but also to look to the future. How will we be this “new, more

vital form of Christianity” that Phyllis Tickle spoke of? How will what we have learned over the past

few weeks invite others to be a part of the Way of Jesus? What new wonders does God hold in store

for us as we discover a new expression of being a faith community?

 Jesus gives us the gift of the Holy Spirit in order that we may be equipped for his commission.

He gives us an assignment. We are to be his witnesses, going forth from this time of worship into the

4Spirit Blows.ser.wpd



world to tell everybody what we know, in whatever ways God makes possible to share, that our

relationship with God has been restored. God has refused to remain hidden and obscure. God has

reached out to us in Jesus Christ, through the power of a Spirit that is not bound social distancing or

barriers of isolation. We have been given the very same Spirit that empowered Jesus in his work.

And we are commissioned to go forth. There you have the purpose of the church, the significance of

the good news of Jesus Christ, in a nutshell. All of us, the recipients of the Holy Spirit. All of us,

workers with God in the salvation of the world. All of us, the gifted and the commissioned. Let the

age of the Spirit burst forth anew! Thanks be to God!. Amen.
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