World of Tomorrow
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36
“You are here at Grenfell High School, preparing yourselves for tomorrow. Here, during your
this time of study, you must adequately equip yourselves so that you will be able to meet whatever
challenges tomorrow brings your way.”
I remember those words as close to the ones our principal spoke to us m y first year of high
school. The point of education is to prepare yourself so that you’ll have what it takes to face up to the
challenges of tomorrow.
But that’s no easy task, neither because our public schools are inadequate, nor because youth
are lazy and unconcerned, but because the challeng e of preparing yourself for tomorrow is, well,
tomorrow.
As my class sat there in 1969, we were hearing about an impending ice age that would drop
the earth’s temperatures dramatically. The Vietnam War would evolve from a small conflict to a major
war and draft dodgers were seeking asylum in Canada. Who could have predicted, as we sat there,
hearing the proffered wisdom of our principal, what tomorrow would bring?
It’s not only disconcerting that we just don’t know for sure what tomorrow will bring, that our
ability to make predictions is woefully limited. There’s also the problem that we wonder: if we actually
knew what tomorrow will bring, what can we do about it? Knowledge is power, as we often say. But
not always. We’ve known for a long time, for instance, that we are plunging into an ecological crisis,
that the world is warming, that species are disappearing, and that our air is deteriorating. While many
of us are deeply, sincerely concerned, what can we do about it? Sure, we can recycle, cut back on
travel, go electric instead of internal combustion in our cars, but it’s really all just a drop in the bucket.
Many of the world’s largest countries still rely on fossil fuels to keep their economies going. We can
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do our part, but doing our part doesn’t make even a tiny dent in the problem.
Do we fear for the future? Do we wonder about tomorrow? Yes! We don’t know what tomorrow
will bring and, if we did, what can we do about it?
In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus looks into the heavens and sees there signs of strange,
cataclysmic events. The sky is turning dark. The natural world seems to indicate that the earth is
shifting, that the foundations of our seemingly predictable, secure world are shaking.
It’s the first Sunday of Advent when we invariably take a dive into apocalyptic readings. This
sort of talk is strange to most of us. Church is where we come for stability, security, hopes and
comfort. Jesus seems to be talking about endings, disruption, dislocation, and world-shaking events.
Yet is this vivid, cosmic, apocalyptic language so odd to us? We look to the heavens in our
time and see global warming, the thinning ozone layer, infrared rays penetrating, blowing up old
satellites, ultraviolet light causing cancer of the skin. There was a time when I looked up into the
heavens and saw stars spread out against the night sky. Now I realized that there’s less sky, less
ozone protection between me and danger from without.
The disappearance of species, the warming of the earth, seas rising. Is nature trying to tell us
something?
Strange, apocalyptic, it’s-bad-allover biblical language does seem to be confirmed by today’s
headlines. Luke 21 and its apocalyptic-ism is not too uplifting a message, I’ll grant you, but at you
have got to hand it to Jesus for “telling it like it is,” as we say. Look up into the sky and you will see
not only God’s grandeur arrayed before you, but you will also see the consequences of human
over-development, planetary devastation, and, well, human sin. Nature, the world around us seems
to be calling out to us that things fall apart, come unglued, chaos threatens. Welcome to your
tomorrow, the cosmos seems to say.
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But now please note that such dire predictions and som ber forebodings are not the only
message of today’s Gospel.
Jesus says more than a simple, “It’s bad all over and going to get worse. There’s going to be
hell to pay for the way you have despoiled the earth.” Jesus says, “Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
I need you to link that strange bible word “apocalyptic” with another strange bible word,
“redemption.”
We tend to think of apocalyptic talk in exclusively negative terms. The world is coming apart at
its seams, the heavens are turning ominous and dark, and that’s bad news about tomorrow.
But Jesus speaks of this time as a time when all the signs suggest that “your redemption is
drawing near.” And that’s good news.
Biblical apocalyptic is not so much a prediction of the future, though it is that in bold, rather
than minute terms. Apocalyptic is a claim about the present. This is the way the world is headed into
tomorrow. Now that you know that, how will we live in the present?
When Jesus is born, prophet Anna praises God and sees in this baby a sign of “the
redemption of Jerusalem.” Now the adult Jesus says that a time of redemption— that time when God
will come, will save, will move to transform and thereby to bring to triumphant completion God’s
saving work—is near. Look up.
The good news is not that heaven and earth are disintegrating, falling apart, going to “hell in a
handbasket,” as we sometimes say. No, the good news (that’s what the word “gospel” means, good
news) is that “your redemption is drawing near.”
We look over the horizon toward the future and what do we see? Jesus Christ, the Human
One, reigning supreme. What we see on high is not simply an end; it is also a beginning. It is not just
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death but also birth. Tomorrow means that Jesus Christ is closer to us than he is today. The present
is that time when we are being brought closer to our true destination where God will be all in all.
Christians can be honest, even pessimistic about the prospects for our world because, though our
world ends, God’s world is just beginning.
Newness can’t come without some relinquishment and dismantling of the old. Sorry if your
view of God is that God starts everything off in creation, sets up a clockwork world and then retires
from the scene. Jesus says that God is actively, resourcefully at work, here, now, having God’s way
with the world, bringing all things, including us, closer to God.
That’s what we Christians have to say to an often anxious, fearful, unsteady world about
tomorrow. Jesus says that this time, the present, our time that seems at times so scary and chaotic,
is a time for “testimony.” Today is a time for us all to lift up our heads high and tell the world a story
that it cannot know if we don’t tell it, namely, that, by the grace of God, the worst of times can be the
best of times, that an apocalyptic ending is also a redemptive beginning.
We ought not be too tied to this world, as it is. For this world, as it is, is not fully what God
intends. There are wars and rumors of war, sadness, heartache, and tragedy. We’ve made a mess of
things, fouled our world, despoiled our earth. In our better moments, we must honestly admit that
matters are out of our control, that the world’s large problems are beyond our ability to fix.
So we look toward tomorrow. We strain toward the future. What will tomorrow bring? Will
tomorrow be death or life? Apocalyptic destruction or graceful redemption? We look and see, the
face, the face of the one who came to save us, who constantly forgave us, and always loved us. We
see the one who relentlessly, tirelessly turned toward us in the past, Jesus. We see the face of the
one who, often unknown to us and behind the scenes, is working to draw us closer to himself.
We look up amid the seemingly chaotic, dangerous, difficult times in which we live and see the
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face, not of a foe, but of a friend. We see Jesus beckoning us toward himself. That’s why we can
face tomorrow, not knowing exactly what lies ahead, not knowing whatever joy or pain lines before
us, but knowing who rules tomorrow.
After the devastating hurricane, all of the power was out in the city for the past three days. It
was hot, humid, and miserable during the day. But it was frightening at night as people set huddled in
their homes in the darkness. Rumors were that there had been much looting. Robberies had taken
place because there was no electricity, no way to call the police, no streetlights.
Thus, when, in the darkness, there was a pounding on our front door, we were filled with great
fear. Was this a robber? Was this a looter trying to find out if the house was empty? There was no
way to call anyone for help.
The knocking continued. We peered out the window and tried to make out the figures on the
front porch.
“Hey,” a voice called out to us. “We’ve got a big bag of ice for you, and even some fresh water
too!” We made out the faces of our next door neighbors, our friends who had come to bring us
some wonderful gifts.
As we peer into darkness in fear, it makes all the difference in the world whose face we see.
Friend or foe?
Apocalyptic means, Advent means, that when we look over the darkened and storm-filled
horizon, we see the face of Jesus. That makes all the difference, in the end.
As is sometimes said, we Christians don’t know what the future holds, but we do know who
holds the future.
So go forth from here into the world, in word and deed, telling the world what it can only know
if we give testimony: Good news! Our redemption is drawing near. Thanks be to God. Amen.
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