WHO CARES?
1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49; Psalm 9:9-20; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41*
Last Sunday we explored a couple of Jesus parables, seeing these deceptively simple little
stories as windows that opened up into some great insights into God’s realm coming upon us in
Jesus Christ.
This Sunday we don’t have a story from Jesus; we have a story about Jesus. I want you to
listen to this story as a revealing parable that has much to say to us about the kind of God whom we
meet in Jesus Christ.
The shadows are lengthening, and it is growing dark. Jesus comes to his disciples with a weird
invitation:
“Let’s cross over to the other side of the lake.”
They left the safety of the crowd and took Jesus with them in the boat. No sooner had they
gotten out into the middle of the Sea of Galilee than a horrible storm arose. Waves were crashing
over the side of the boat. It was taking on water and began to sink.
Where is Jesus during this terrifying ordeal? He is sleeping peacefully on a pillow in the boat!
The disciples wake him up screaming, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?”
Jesus arises, rebukes the wind and the waves and preaches to the lake, “Silence! Be still!”
The wind and the waves settle down and there was a great calm.
Then Jesus turns to his disciples and has the nerve to ask them, “Why are you frightened?
Don’t you have faith yet?”
Mark says they were filled with awe and they ask one another, “Who then is this? Even the
wind and the sea obey him!”
Who is this? Who is this Jesus? And who are we to be following him?
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I want you to take those as the questions that will guide us in our reflections on this little story.
Note that this nighttime sail into the storm was Jesus’ idea. Sorry if you thought that
discipleship with Jesus would always be smooth sailing!
I read a story of a young person who had a religious experience when she was a counselor at
a summer camp. She gave her life to Christ. She was told at the time, by an adult leader, that if she
gave her life to Christ that so many things that bothered her about herself and about other people
who be fixed by her relationship with Christ.
She got back home at the end of summer. She showed up at her high school, said a little
prayer, and asked Jesus to give her a wonderful Junior year.
Didn’t work out that way. Some of her friends just didn’t understand her newfound Christian
commitment. She was openly ridiculed by some of them at a party. “Look at Miss Christian!” they
mocked. Some of her classmates were outright hostile. “What gives you the right to think you are
better than me?” they asked. She tried to explain to them that she didn’t feel that way at all, but she
was unable to change their misunderstandings of the Christian way.
When the waves began to beat against the side of the boat and the boat began filling with
water, and the disciples fear they are going down they cry out, “Jesus do you care that we are
perishing?”
Jesus, do you care? Isn’t that the question that is somewhere deep in your soul in your times
of greatest distress? Isn’t that the question that we want answered by God? Even if we don’t have the
courage to ask it, isn’t that the question? We know that God is real, that God is powerful and
creative. But does God care?
Caring for people is something that most people try to do. Caring for people in the name of
Christ however, is a much greater challenge.
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Christians are quite right in believing that because we know that God in Christ cares for us, we
are under obligation to care for others. Paul was a great preacher and theological teacher. He
certainly believed that fledgling Christians ought to be corrected and, if need be, reprimanded. Note
how Saint Paul speaks tenderly of the sort of pastoral wisdom he needed when dealing with the
congregations in Thessalonica:
“We were like young children among you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so
we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the
gospel of God but our lives as well. Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship;
we worked night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God
to you. You are witnesses, and so is God.” (1 Thess 2:7-10 NIV)
And yet, the church’s caring work has become problematic in our cultural context. In a
voraciously therapeutic culture such as the one in which we live, it is not that Christianity has a
primitive notion of what it would take for people to get better and that secular methods of care and
psychotherapy have a more modern view. It is rather that Christianity has a different notion of who
human beings are and for what we are destined, based on our attentiveness to the Christian story.
When, in the Acts of the Apostles, Peter cares for the man who is lame (Acts 3:1-10), he must
immediately instruct the man in the meaning of the healing. Furthermore, Peter’s healing of the man
immediately lands Peter and John in hot water with the authorities, who want to know why these
“uneducated and ordinary men” are engaging in unlicensed, unauthorized medical care (Acts 4:1-22).
At least the authorities have the insight to see that acts of mercy by noncredentialed, unauthorized
persons is a threat to who is in charge. There is a link between healing and power.
There’s another challenge to our contemporary Christian care. Christians do not believe that
health and wholeness are the supreme virtues. We believe in healing in the name of Jesus, which
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sometimes brings us into conflict with the established, authorized secular health care delivery
systems.
As Augustine pointed out, much depends on one’s view of ultimate happiness, the telos, or
purpose, for which we were created. A comfortably domesticated church tends to abandon its
theological language and replace it with the language of secular therapy, for that is the mode of
salvation currently affirmed by the dominant culture—the goal of self-fulfillment. As Robert Bellah
observed, at some point we stopped worrying about whether we were “sinful” or whether it was
possible to be “righteous” and instead sought to avoid being “unhealthy’’ and to be “healthy.” We
opted for personal happiness rather than a relationship with God. (William H. Willimon, Pastor: The Theology and
Practice of Ordained Ministry, Abingdon, 2016.)

There are people who sometimes make a big deal out of atheism. Does God exist? In my
experiences, that’s rarely the main question people have about God. The main question is the same
as that of the disciples: Do you care?
And Jesus rises from his serene sleep on the cushion (interesting contrast between the placid
sleep of Jesus and the wild terror of his disciples), rebukes the storm, just like he earlier rebuked the
demonic forces that tortured some people. And the wind and the waves cease, leading the awestruck
disciples to ask, “Who is this?”
Who is this that even the wind and the waves obey him? Who is this powerful figure who
commands even the forces of nature?
But this time through this story I’m wondering if the disciples’ question— Who is this?—maybe
had a different twist. Remember, this nighttime sailing was Jesus’s idea in the first place. Let’s say
that many of those disciples are a lot like us. Let’s say that maybe they were attracted to Jesus by his
powerful deeds of healing. They watched him rebuke the demons. Perhaps they enjoyed his
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teaching. His stories are entertaining, aren’t they?
So, it was a bit of jolt to have Jesus invite them to venture out, in the dark middle of the night,
out onto a sea that quickly became angry, threatening them all with destruction.
Maybe that’s why (and this is the speculation of someone who has been working with Jesus
for a long time) they blurted out, “Who is this?” Who is this who takes his closest, best friends and
puts them in mortal danger? Who is this who is fast asleep when we are battling the waves? Who is
this who treats his students in this way?
Yes, Jesus cares but not always in the way we expected and wanted him to care. He cares by
calling us, sometimes calling us to venture forth into the storm.
They thought that Jesus was the solution to all their problems only to find that Jesus cast them
into the middle of problems they would never have had if they had not signed on with Jesus. They
thought they knew all about God until Jesus began hurling at them his enigmatic stories that raised
more questions than answers. Who is this?
When Jesus sees the terror of his disciples, he marvels that they don’t have enough faith.
What is faith? Maybe, in the light of this story, faith is the determination to stick with Jesus, to be
following him, even when he leads you into a storm, even when you are fearful.
I want you to take this story of Jesus and his disciples on the sea in the storm as a parable of
what it’s sometimes like to have faith in Jesus, to be a follower of Jesus. It’s not always smooth
sailing but we need to remember who aids us in controlling the storms of life. Thanks be to God.
Amen.
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